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P&C Council Concerned about
Towards 2020 Impacts

The ACT Council of Parents’ and Citizens’ Associations has significant
concerns about the Government’s final decisions on the Towards 2020
plan.

“While we are still analysing the detail, the Government has delivered a mix
bag of decisions on Towards 2020”, said Ms Jane Gorrie, outgoing President
of P&C Council.

“Council welcomes the reprieve for four primary schools and Dickson College,
as well as the decision not to change Campbell High to a 7-12 school. We are
also pleased, for example, that the Government has abandoned many of its
proposed school and site amalgamations that were simply unworkable.”

“‘However, the fact remains that 11 government primary schools and 1 high
school are to close. Seven primary schools are to close next week. The
Government has stood by a timeframe that gives these schools and their
parent associations an un-realistic one week to wind up their operations.

“Parents and students have very limited time to sort out schooling
arrangements for next year.”

Council is also concerned that the Government has not responsibly analysed
the full implications for schools that will receive significant increases in
enrolments from next year.

“We have very little confidence in the Government’s school capacity
calculations or their willingness to now do this properly,” said Ms Gorrie.

“We do not believe that all receiving schools will have enough space to
accommodate displaced students appropriately from the all-important first day
of school next year.”

There remains the fact that the Towards 2020 plan will increase social
inequity within the ACT:

ACT Council of Parents & Citizens Associations
Majura Primary School, Rm 51, Knox Street, Watson 2611 ACT
Ph: 6241 5759 Fax: 6241 8839 Email: parents@canberra.net.au
www.schoolparents.canberra.net.au



o by denying some students “reasonable access” to public education,
particularly students from Hall and Tharwa; and

o by imposing significant transport and time costs on families already
experiencing social and economic disadvantage.”

“The Government’s one-off payment of $750 per student, whilst a welcome
contribution, will not address the ongoing costs for these families,” said Ms
Gorrie.

Other transition issues remain, including the availability of bus services for
students, the installation of traffic safety measures around schools and the
availability of counselling support for students once they begin at their new
school.

Council has, from the outset, criticised the consultation process on the
Towards 2020 plan.

“Even the Chief Minister has acknowledged the flaws in the timeframe and
process”, said Ms Gorrie. “We ask that the Government develops, in
consultation with all the key stakeholders and taking into account information
from the Towards 2020 submissions, detailed guidelines on how to manage
proposed school closures or amalgamations.’

“Council extends its sympathy and support to those schools now facing
closure or other changes, particularly those due to close at the end of this
term. We pay tribute to those communities and individuals who have worked
so hard to support their local schools, often at substantial personal cost,” said
Ms Gorrie.

“Council will continue to work, as we have this last six months, to assist
affected communities.”

Council is to hold a Special General Council meeting at the Hughes
Community Centre on Saturday 16 December to formulate its detailed
response to the Government’s decisions on Towards 2020.
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